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Shim, Juwan & Choi, Youngju. (2018). Metaphoric highlighting and hiding in
neologism: Focusing on the new expressions -kak “exact fit' and puullasn "burning
Friday night.” The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal, 26(2), 271-291. In a
metaphorical mapping between source and target domains, not all of the elements of
the domains participate in the mapping. Some elements of the source domain are
highlighted while others are hidden. Lakoff and Johnson (1980) call this metaphorical
highlighting and hiding. This paper explores how the metaphorical highlighting and
hiding of the new affixes -kak “exact fit' and pwul- "passionate’ change depending on
which metaphors the expressions occur with. The development of the new meaning
‘exact fit' from the original meaning of -kak "angle’ demonstrates that the sharpness
of angles which is highlighted in the metaphor RELATIONSHIP IS FIGURE is
hidden in the new meaning, while the exactness of angles is highlighted in the
metaphor PERCEPTION IS FIGURE. The prefix pwul- ‘fire’ in pwulkum 'burning
Friday night' positively highlights the high temperature of fire in the metaphor
ATTITUDE IS FIRE while it negatively highlights it in the metaphor ANGER IS
FIRE. This case study shows how expressions highlight different aspects when they

are utilized in different metaphors.

FA%/(Key Words): metaphorical highlighting and hiding, neologism, -kak, pwulkum,
PERCEPTION IS FIGURE, ATTITUDE IS FIRE
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(1) a. Where are we?
b. We're stuck.
c. It's been a long, bumpy road.
d. This relationship is a dead-end street. We're just spinning our wheels.
e. Our marriage is on the rocks.
f. We've gotten off the track.
g. This relationship is foundering. (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 45)
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(2) a. The person leading a life is a traveler.
b. His purposes are destinations.
c. The means for achieving purposes are routes.
d. Difficulties in life are impediments to travel.
e. Counselors are guides.
f. Things you gauge your progress by are landmarks.
g. Choices in life are crossroad.

h. Material resources and talents are provisions. (Lakoff & Johnson,
1980, p. 46)
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(3) a. I'll take my chances.
b. The odds are against me.
c. I've got an ace up my sleeve.
d. He’s holing all the aces.
e. He won big.
f. He’s real loser. (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 51)
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(4) ARGUMENT IS WAR
a. Your claims are indefensible.
b. He attacked every weak point in my argument.
c. His criticism were right on target.

d. I demolished his argument.



e. I've never won an argument with him.

f. You disagree? Okay, shoot!

g. If you use that strategy, he’ll wipe you out.

h. He shot down all of my arguments. (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 5)
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(5) AN ARGUMENT IS A CONTAINER: Your argument has a lot of content.
What is the core of his argument?
AN ARGUMENT IS A JOURNEY: We will proceed in a step-by-step

fashion. We have covered a lot of ground.
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AN ARGUMENT IS WAR: He won the argument. I couldn’t defend that
point.
AN ARGUMENT IS A BUILDING: She constructed a solid argument. We
have got a good foundation for the argument.
(Kovecses, 2010, p. 93)
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