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1. Introduction

LearnersofEnglishasasecondlanguageuseverbsofsaying(i.e.,speak,say,

tell,and talk)in everyday communication (Culicover,2009).The Korean

translationsofthoseverbsdonotseem todistinguishthem from oneanother

withrespecttotheirmeanings.Intermsofsyntacticandsemanticaspectsofthe

verbsofsaying,however,thereexistsomesharpdifferencesamongthem.

Nevertheless,theirdistinctivebehaviors(VanValin&Lapolla,1997)arehardly

taughtandevenmaybeforeigntosometeachersofEnglishunlesstheyhave

studiedthesyntacticandsemanticrestrictionsoftheseverbs.Withtheincreased

interestinfocus-on-formactivities,thefrequencyoflearnererrorsontheusesof

verbsofsayingmaybothersometeachersofEnglishandpromptthem to

wonderifthereisanyremedyforthoselearnererrors.Forexample,inthe

unacceptablesentence,*Hespokethathisyoungersisterhadlostherdoll,the

syntacticrestrictionsoftheverbspeakareviolatedandthusthesentenceis

grammaticallywrong.

Inrecentyears,corpus-basedanalysesoflinguisticphenomenahavebeen

madeavailabletofindtypicalpatternsoflinguisticuses.Thecorpustoolsmay

alsobeusedforinvestigatingsamplesoftheverbsofsayingthatareaccessed

bylearnersthroughtheirtextbooksandstudymaterials.Thecross-examination

oftheirinputlearnersofEnglishreceivefrom theirtextbooksand study

materialswouldhelpresearcherstracesomesourcesoferrorsconcerningthe

verbsofsaying.

Thisstudyaimstoanswerthefollowingquestions;

1.WhichverbsofsayingdohighschoollearnersofEnglishfeelthemost

difficultoreasiest?

2.Whatcorpusdatasupportthehierarchyofitem difficulties?

2. Literature Review

VerbsofsayinginEnglishareclassedasactivityverbsandtheircomplexity

isshownbyWierzbicka(1987),whodividesthem intothirty-eightsubclasses.

FollowingVanValinandWilkins(1993),VanValinandLaPolla(1997)tryto
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capturesimilaritiesofsuchverbsasspeak,say,talk,tell,anddiscussbypositing

amorecomplexlexicaldecomposition,asfollows:

(1)do'(x,[express(α).to.(β).in.language.(γ)'(x,y)])1)

Informallyput,(1)showsthattheverbsmeantoexpresssomethingtosomeone

insomelanguageandhavepartsoftheirmeaningincommon.Ontheother

hand,theydifferfromoneanotherintheirsyntacticbehaviorsandinwhatkind

ofnounstheycantakeastheirobject.Wewillrestrictourinvestigationtofour

verbsofsaying,speak,say,tell,andtalkinthisstudy.

Letusfirstinvestigatetheirsyntacticphenomena.Inthefollowingexamples,

theverbsofsayingoccurtogetherwithα.

(2)that-clauseoccurringasα

a.*Angiespokethatitwouldsnow.

b.Angiesaidthatitwouldsnow.

c.*Angietalkedthatitwouldsnow.

d.*Angietoldthatitwouldsnow.

Such sentencesas(2a),(2c),and (2d)areunacceptablewhile(2b)is

acceptable.Onlytheverbsaycantakeanindirectdiscoursecomplementasits

immediatelyfollowingobjectwhen α aloneisexpressed.InVorlat's(1982)

terms,theverbsspeakandtalkdonotoccurwiththemessage(expressedas

that-clausehere)whereastheverbssayandtelldo.(2d)isunacceptablebecause

theverbtellmustbefollowedbyanindirectobject(Williams,2004;Huddleston

&Pullum,2002).

Now letusconsiderthesentencesinwhichtheverbsofsayingoccur

togetherwithα andβ,asfollows:

(3)β followedbyα

a.*StephenspokeMarythatitwouldsnow.

b.*StephensaidMarythatitwouldsnow.

1)α meansthecontentofanutterance,β theaddressee,andγ thelanguageused.
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c.*StephentalkedMarythatitwouldsnow.

d.StephentoldMarythatitwouldsnow.

Asrepresentedbytheasterisks,suchsentencesas(3a),(3b),and(3c)are

inappropriatewhereasthesentence(3d)isappropriate.Theonlyverbamong

thefourthatcantakeβ withoutaprepositionistheverbtellandtheothers

cannot.Theverbtellcanoccurwhenitisfollowedbyanindirectpersonalobject

andsubsequentlybyathat-clause.

Itistimetolookintothesentencesinwhichtheverbsofsayingoccur

togetherwithα andβ asin(3),butthistimeβ withapreposition,asfollows:

(4)β followedbyα,β withapreposition

a.*JessicaspoketoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.

b.JessicasaidtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.

c.*JessicatalkedtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.

d.*JessicatoldtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.

Asseenabove,suchsentencesas(4a),(4c),and(4d)areungrammatical

while(4b)isgrammatical.Thereasonthat(4a)and(4c)areincorrectisthatthe

verbsspeakandtalkcannottakeathat-clauseasα,asshownin(2).Thereis

nothingwrongwiththeverbstakingapersonalnounwithapreposition,as

follows:

(5)β withapreposition

a.PeterspoketoAlissa.

b.PetertalkedtoAlissa.

Thecontrastbetweenthegrammaticalityoftheexamplesin(5)andthe

ungrammaticalityoftheexamples(4a)and(4c)showsthattheverbsspeakand

talkcannottakeathat-clauseastheircomplement,asin(4a)and(4c).Thereason

fortheungrammaticalityof(4d)isthatthepersonalnounBobdoesnotneeda

prepositionbecauseitoccursasanindirectobjectimmediatelyfollowingthe

verb,whichisshownin(3d).

Theinvestigationof(2)to(5)leadstoaconclusionthatbothverbsofsayand
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tellforegroundthespeakerandthemessagewhereastheverbsspeakandtalk

focusonthespeakerandthecommunicativeeventitself,asstatedinVorlat

(1982).Thebasicdifferencebetweenthetwopairsofverbsismatchedbytheir

syntacticrestriction:intheirprototypicalusestheverbssayandtellaretransitive

whiletheverbsspeakandtalkareintransitive(Dirven,1982).Itisevidencedby

Vorlat's(1982)corpus-basedresearchshowingthehighfiguresoftheverbstalk

andspeakfunctioningasone-placepredicatesoccurringwiththespeakeras

subject.

Letusexaminethesemanticaspectsofα whichmaydeterminewhetherα 

canoccurintheform ofanounphraseasanobjectoftheverbsofsaying,as

follows:

(6)NPasα

a.*JohnspokeastoryaboutSam.

b.*JohnsaidastoryaboutSam.

c.*JohntalkedastoryaboutSam.

d.JohntoldastoryaboutSam.

Asshownabove,thesentences(6a),(6b),and(6c)areincorrectwhereas(6d)

iscorrect.Onlytheverbtellamongthefourcantakeasitsobjectwhatisso

calledutterancenouns,e.g.story,joke,rumor,statement,asintellastoryabout

Sam(VanValin&LaPolla,1997).

Letustakealookatthesentencesinwhichα isrealizedintheform ofa

nounphrase,butthistimewithadifferentsemanticcontentfromtheonein(6)

above,asfollows:

(7)NPasα,α containingametalinguisticnoun

a.RaymondspokeonlyafewwordstoJane.

b.RaymondsaidonlyafewwordstoJane.

c.*RaymondtalkedonlyafewwordstoJane.

d.*RaymondtoldonlyafewwordstoJane.

Sentences(7a)and(7b)areacceptable,but(7c)and(7d)areunacceptable.

Theverbsspeakandsaycantakewhatissocalledametalinguisticnoun,e.g.
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word,syllable,astheirobject,asinspeakonlyafewwordsorsayonlyafewwords

(VanValin&LaPolla,1997)Examples(6)and(7)showthatthe(un)acceptability

ofthoseisdeterminedbythesemanticcontentofthenounphraseoccurringas

theobjectoftheverbsofsaying.

Letusincludetheexamplesinwhichalanguagenameoccursastheobject

oftheverbsofsayinginourconsideration,asfollows:

(8)languagenameasγ withoutapreposition

a.KenspokeFrench.

b.*KensaidFrench.

c.KentalkedFrench.

d.*KentoldFrench.

Itiswellknownthattheverbspeakcantakealanguagenameasitsobject,

as(8a)shows.Ontheotherhand,itisinteresting,especiallytothenon-native

speakersofEnglish,thattheverbtalkcanalsotakealanguagenameasits

object,asin(8c).Asseenin(8b)and(8d),theverbssayandtellcannottakea

languagenameastheirobject.

Withthe24sentencesshownabovewithregardtotheir(un)grammaticality

in(2),(3),(4),(6),(7),and(8),asurveyquestionnairewasprepared.Inthe

survey(refertoAppendix),however,thesentencesaremixed up across

differentgrammaticalorsemanticcategoriesdisplayedheresothatthesubjects

werepreventedfromguessingwhattheyaretestedfor.Theywereinstructedto

markOintheparenthesisattheendofeachsentenceiftheythinkthesentence

isacceptableandtomarkXiftheythinkthatthesentenceisunacceptable.

3. Research Procedure

3.1 Participants

121malesubjects,allofwhom were12thgradehighschoolstudentsina

city,Korea,participated inthisresearch.Thesubjectswerestudyingtheir

English,followingthe8th government-ledEnglisheducationcurriculum and
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takingfourtofivecredithoursasemesteroverthecourseoffourconsecutive

semesters.TheyweretypicalEFLlearnersofEnglish,rarelyexposedtoany

authenticusesofEnglishbeyondtheirclassrooms.Noneofthesubjectsstayed

morethantwomonthsinanyEnglishspeakingcountry.

3.2 Instrument

Theproficiencytestforverbsofsayingconsistedofatotalof24sentences

witheachhavingaverbofsayingthatincludedspeak,say,tellandtalk.The

subjectsweregivenapproximatelyoneminuteforeachsentence.Oneofthe

researchersoversaw thepencilandpapertest.

3.3 Data analysis

Thesubjects'responsestothesetof24itemswerecodedandenteredas

‘1’sforcorrectanswersand‘0’sforincorrectanswersinExcelversion2010

beforetheyweretransportedtoWinsteps,whichisfrequentlyusedforRasch

analysisofdichotomousdata(Linacre,2009).Theprogram yieldsstatisticsand

graphsforanalyzingtestitemsincludingmisfititems,itemdifficulty,itemmap,

andsummarystatistics(McNamara,1996).

TheRaschanalysismeasurementmodelchangesempiricaldatasuchas

subjects'responsesintoalogitscaleranginganywherefrom -4to+4(Bond&

Fox,2007).Onthelogitscale,theaverageperformanceissetaszero.Asthe

numberunitonthescaleincreases,sodoesthedifficultyassociatedwithitems

(Li& Olejnik,1997).Thedataresultedfrom theRaschanalysisappliedto

Antconc3.2.4w,thecorpusanalysisprogram.Thecharacteristicsofusageof

verbsofsaying by the subjectswere investigated by the functionsof

concordance,clusterandwordlistintheprogram.

3.4 Corpus data set

Thecorpusdatasetinthisresearchstudycontained731,925words,which

werefrom anarrayof42highschoolEnglishtextbooksand Education

BroadcastingSystem (EBS)Englishreferencebooksfor10
th
and11

th
grade

students.Englishtextbooksinvolvedwiththisstudyhavebeentaughtgeneral
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highschoolstudentsacrossthecountryandEBSreferencebookhavebeen

usedastheauxiliarytextbooksinmosthighschoolEnglishclass.Thuscorpus

datasetfromthesematerialsissignificantlyauthenticinthatthesubjectsmight

havebeenexposedtothemsubsequentlyfortwoyearsaswellaslearnedthem

inpriority(Conrad,2000).

4. Results and Discussions

4.1 Reliability of test items and persons

Theitem reliabilityinRaschmodellingreferstothedegreeofconsistency

observedinasimilargroupofstudents.Theitem reliabilityoftestresultswas

.94,indicatinghighlevelsofagreementwouldbeexpectedfromanothersimilar

proficiencygroup.Themeanofrawscorewas69.5withthestandarddeviation

of22.4.Themaximum scorewas99.0andtheminimum onewas33.0.The

item difficultyrangedfrom –1.27to1.44,andthemisfitindexofInfitZSTD

rangedfrom –3.0to3.5.

Figure 1. Summary of Measured Items

4.2 Analysis of misfit items

Thefitstatistics(Figure2)indicatedthatitems10,17and22didnotfitthe

Raschmodelasexplainedabove,whilemostitemsfollowedtheRaschmodel

expectations.
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(9)KentalkedFrench.(item No.10)

(10)*Angietalkedthatitwouldsnow.(item No.17)

(11)*StephenspokeMarythatitwouldsnow.(item No.22)

Figure 2. Item Statistics-Misfit Order

Theresultshowsthatthesubjectswerenotconsistentorsurewhetherthe

forms of〔TALK+γ(LANGUAGE)〕,〔TALK+α(That-clause)] and〔SPEAK+β

(Addressee)+α(That-clause)〕werecorrectornot.Inanattempttorelatethis

inconsistencytofrequenciesofthoseformsinthetextbooks,theverbstalkand

speakweresearchedonthecorpusdataset(Table1).
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Table 1. Verbs talk and speak from Corpus

verb
verb

(frequency)

verb

(numberofcluster:

twowords)

verbphrase

(frequency)

TALK

talk(162)

talked(26)

talking(77)

talk(43)

talked(9)

talking(26)

TALKabout(82)

TALKto(77)

SPEAK

speak(96)

spoke(37)

spoken(46)

speaking(67)

speak(53)

spoke(22)

spoken(20)

speaking(41)

SPEAKabout(18)

SPEAKto(18)

SPEAKwith(16)

thecorpusscope:731,925words

Theverbtalkmostlycollocateswiththeprepositionsaboutandto.There

werenocasesof〔TALK+γ(LANGUAGE)〕and〔TALK+α(that-clause)〕.In

addition,incorpusdatasettheverbspeakdidnotcontainanyexamplesofthe

form of〔SPEAK+β(Addressee)〕atall,whose typicalcollocations,though,

consistoftheprepositionsabout,withandto.Inotherwords,thesubjectsmay

havenotbeenexposedtothoseformsthroughtheirtexts.Thusregardlessof

theirlanguageability,theymayhaveexperiencedsomedifficultyidentifying

correctforms.
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4.3 Analysis of the most difficult and the easiest items

Figure 3. Item Map

IntheitemmapaboveprovidedintheWinsteps,itemdifficultylevelswere

matchedwithsubjects'abilitylevelsalongthelogitscale.Inthisparticular

analysisofverbsofsaying,themapshowedmostitemswithin1and-1logit

scoreswiththemeanscoreofzero.Thefollowinganalysesofthemostdifficult

itemsandtheeasiestitemswerebasedontheitem hierarchyreportedinthe
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Winsteps.

Intheitemmap,itwasfoundthatitems4,15and19weretheeasiestones.

Inparticular,amongthesixitemscontainingverbspeakintheinstrument,five

itemswerebelowthemean.Thatis,theitems1,6,13,15and22,inwhichthe

verbspeakoccurs,weremarkedcorrectlybymostsubjects.Itcouldbedirectly

relatedtotheselectionalpropertiesoftheverbspeakbyVanValinandLaPolla

(1997).

(12)a.Sandyspokebutafewwords.y=α

b.SandyspoketoKim. y=β

c.SandyspokeTelegu. y=γ

d.Sandyspoke.

(VanValin&LaPolla,1997)

Inthetheory,theverbspeakcouldoccurwiththeargumentxaloneand

noneoftheinternalvariablesasin(12d).Theverbspeakistheonlyverbamong

thefourthatcanoccurwitheachofthethreeinternalsemanticvariables.

Includingtheverbspeak,thethreeeasiestitemsinthetestwereasfollows:

(13)Angiesaidthatitwouldsnow.(item No.4)

(14)KenspokeFrench.(item No.15)

(15)*KentoldFrench.(item No.19)

Mostsubjectsgotcorrecttheitemscontaining theseforms:〔SAY+α

(that-clause)〕and〔SPEAK+γ(LANGUAGE)〕.Inordertoidentifytherelation

betweentheresultandthecorpusdata,thefrequencyofthoseformswas

examined.

Table 2. Verbs say and speak from Corpus

verb frequencyofverb cluster:frequency

SAY 1,160 SAY+α(that-clause):209

SPEAK 246 SPEAK+γ(LANGUAGE):15

thecorpusscope:731,925words
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Thefrequencyoftheformof〔SAY+α(that-clause)〕was209outofthetotal

occurrencesoftheverbsay,1,160.Asfor〔SPEAK+γ(LANGUAGE)〕,there

were15hitsoutof246.WiththeapplicationsofWinsteps,themeasureorder

wasextractedinordertoidentifythedifferencesamongtheitemsandtheresult

wasasfollows:

Figure 4. Item Statistics-Measure Oder

Items8,11,10and23weremostdifficulttoansweranditems4,5and19

weresoeasythateveryonegotthemcorrect(Figure4).Themostdifficultitems

wereasfollows:

(16)*Angietoldthatitwouldsnow.(item No.8)

(17)KentalkedFrench.(item No.10)

(18)*StephensaidMarythatitwouldsnow.(item No.11)

(19)*JessicatoldtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.(item No.23)

The above resultshows thatthe forms of〔TELL+α(that-clause)〕and

〔TELL+β(toAddressee)〕wereconsideredcorrectbythesubjects,thoughthe

formswereactuallywrong.Theincorrectperceptionsoftheform of〔SAY+β

(Addressee)+α(that-clause)werealsoobserved.Inaddition,theoccurrencesof
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theverbstellandsaywereexaminedinthecorpusdatasetaspresentedin

Table3.

Theverbtellcannotoccurinthestructuresof〔TELL+α(that-clause)〕 and

〔TELL+β(ToAddressee)〕.However,intheanalysisofthecorpusdataset,

thoseformscouldbefoundby10hitsandby7hits,respectively.

(20)-a.Wehavebeentoldthataproblem cannotbesolvedatthelevel

whereitbegan.

b.Atthemedicalcenter,Fat'smother,Teresa,wastoldthather

daughterwouldprobablydiewithinafew days.

c.Thecustomersweretoldthateverytimetheyhadtheircar

washed,theirloyaltycardwouldbestamped.

d.Thechildrenwerealsotold thatiftheywouldwaitfor15

minutes,theycouldhavetwoinsteadofone.

(from thecorpusdata)

Table 3. Verbs tell and say from Corpus

verb
verb

(frequency)

verb

(numberofcluster)

verbphrase

(frequency)

TELL

tell(240)

told(243)

telling(59)

tell(55)

told(56)

telling(24)

TELLme(110)

TELLthe(40)

TELLthat(10)

TELLto(7)

SAY

say(464)

said(575)

saying(121)

say(148)

said(211)

saying(67)

SAYthat(209)

SAYto(69)

SAYthe(26)

SAYa(4)

SAYan(3)

thecorpusscope:731,925words

numberofcluster:twowords

However,mostsubjectsmay befamiliarwith theform of〔TELL+α

(that-clause)〕 given thatthe forms of〔BE Told+α(that-clause)〕occurs

frequentlyinthepassivevoice.
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(21)a.Weareoftentoldtodrivedefensively.

b.Anurse,whohadbeentoldtosaygood-byetoCarlieonFriday

attheendoftheirshift,wasshockedtoseeRussstillthere.

c.Thesubjectsaretoldtodotheirtaskswithinacertaintime.

(from thecorpusdataset)

Astheresultofthecorpusanalysisaboveshows,theform of〔be

TOLD+to-Infinitive〕occursinthepassivevoice.Sincethesubjectsarefamiliar

withtheverbtellfollowedbyto-Infinitive,theymayhavebeenmistakenthe

form of〔beTOLD+to-Infinitive〕fortheform of〔TELL+toβ〕.

(22)-a.“Therenow,”saidthegods,“allyourwishesaregranted.”

b.“Iwanttorepayyou,¡“saidthenobleman.

c.“Theneedofourpassengersisalwaysgiventoppriority,”saida

spokesmanfortheBritishairline.

(from thecorpusdataset)

Theform of〔SAY+β(Addresseewithoutapreposition)+α(that-clause)〕

cannotoccur.Butinadirectspeech,theverbsaywouldinducetheinversionof

subject-verbasin(22).Accordingly,iftheteacherdoesnotexplaintheactual

differencesbetweentheseeminglysimilarforms,thesubjectsmightbeconfused

aboutthetwoforms.

Theaboveanalysisofverbsofsayingrevealstheirsyntacticandsemantic

aspects.Itisnecessarytoteachsyntacticandsemanticfeaturesofverbsof

sayingclearlysothatKoreanstudentsmaynotbeconfusedabouttheverbs

bearingapparentlythesamemeaning.Thefollowingdiagram inFigure5

outlinesthesimilaritiesanddifferencesamongthefourverbsandsuggestsa

wayofteachingthem.
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Figure 5. Diagram of Verbs of Saying 

Theabovediagram showsthattheverbspeaksharessomesimilaritieswith

alltheotherthreeverbs,talk,tell,andsaywhereaseachofthethreeverbshave

somethingincommononlywiththeverbspeak.Inthatline,itmaybepossible

tosaythattheverbspeakisthemostunmarkedverbandothersaremarked.In

turn,then,itmaysoundmorereasonabletocallthem verbsofspeaking,not

verbsofsaying.

AsshowninFigure3,the24itemscanbedivided intofourgroups

accordingtotheiritemdifficulty,1)themostdifficultitems,2)difficultitems,3)

easyitems,and4)theeasiestitems.Inthegroupsoftheeasiestitemsandeasy

items,therearenosentencesinwhichtheverbtalkoccurs.Ontheotherhand,

inthegroupofthemostdifficultitems,therearenosentencesinwhichthe

verbspeakoccurs.Therefore,itispossibletosaythattheverbtalkisneitherthe

easiestnoreasyitem whereastheverbspeakisnotthemostdifficultitem.

Whenthegroupsofthedifficultandeasyitemsareexaminedcarefully,itis

foundthatmostitemsinthedifficultgrouparethesentencesinwhichtheverb

talkoccursandthatmostitemsintheeasygrouparethesentencesinwhichthe

verbspeakoccurs.Therefore,itcanbesaidthatthereexistsadifficultyhierarchy

betweentheverbstalkandspeak,whichisthecharacteristicthatcanbebetter

foundbytheWinstepsanalysiswithrespecttotheRaschmodel.Thehierarchy

isrepresentedasfollows:
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(23)talk>speak

Theabovedifficultyhierarchyisconsonantwiththeargumentthattheverb

speakisunmarked.

5. Conclusion 

Thefindingsofthisstudyrevealthatthesubjects,thehighschoolstudents,

hadsomedifficultyjudgingthe(un)acceptabilityofthesentencesinwhichthe

verbsofsayingoccur.Asfarastheverbtellisconcerned,thesubjects

erroneouslytookascorrectthesentenceswhichtaketheformsof〔TELL+α

(that-clause)〕and〔TELL+toβ〕.Thereasonmaybethatthecorpusdata

includessomeoccurrencesofseeminglybutnotexactlythesameforms.Since

thecorpusdatacontainstheformsof〔beTOLD+α(that-clause)〕and〔be

TOLD+to-Infinitive〕,thesubjectsmayhavebeenconfusedwithapparentlythe

sameforms.

Withregardtotheverbsay,manysubjectsdidnotknowthattheform of

〔SAY+β(Addressee)+α(That-clause)〕(β without a preposition) is

ungrammatical.Thismaybeexplainedbythecorpusdatawhichshowahigh

frequencyofoccurrencesoftheform of〔SAY+Personalnoun+α(partofclaus

e)〕.Thesubjectsmayhavemistaken〔SAY+β(Addressee)+α(That-clause)〕for

〔SAY+Personalnoun+α(partofclause)〕.Thesubjects,though,knewverywell

thattheform of〔SAY+α(that-clause)〕wasacceptableandthismaybealso

explainedbythecorpusdatainwhichthatformoccursmostfrequentlyamong

thesentencetypescontainingtheverbsay.

Fortheverbspeak,itwasfoundthatmostofthesubjectswereawarethat

thestructureof〔SPEAK+γ(LANGUAGE)〕iscorrect.Theanalysisofcorpus

datacontaining731,925wordsshowsthatthestructurehasahighfrequencyof

occurrences,which,inturn,tellsusthatthesubjectsmaybefamiliarwiththe

structure.

Withrespecttotheverbtalk,mostsubjectsmadeawrongjudgementabout

theacceptabilityofthesentenceinwhichtheform of〔TALK+γ(LANGUAG

E)〕 occurs.Thiscanbepredictedbynooccurrenceatalloftheform inthe
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corpusdata,eventhoughitisclaimedtobelinguisticallypossiblebyVan

ValinandLaPolla(1997).

ThepresentresearchprovidesanimplicationthatEnglishteachersneedto

findwaystoteachtheverbsofsayingeffectivelyandefficientlysothatKorean

highschoolstudentscandistinguishtheverbsfromoneanotherwithrespectto

theirsyntacticbehaviorsandsemanticselectionalrestrictionseventhoughthey

sharepartsoftheirmeaningwithoneanother(Adger,2013).Onewaymaybe

asoutlinedintheLiteratureReview section.EventhoughanarrayofEnglish

learningandacquisitionapproachessuchasCommunicativeLanguageTeaching

focusonfluency,notaccuracy,achievingfluencyisnotmeaningfulunless

accuracyisguaranteedforthesehighfrequencyverbs(Bade,2008;Radwan,

2004).
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Appendix

@아래에 나와 있는 문장은 speak,tell,talk,또는 say와 같은 동사를 포함하고 있다.각 

문장이 올바른 문장이면 O,그렇지 않으면 X를 괄호 속에 표시하시오.

1)JohnspokeastoryaboutSam.()

2)StephentoldMarythatitwouldsnow.()

3)JohntalkedastoryaboutSam.()

4)Angiesaidthatitwouldsnow.()

5)JessicatalkedtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.()

6)Angiespokethatitwouldsnow.()

7)KensaidFrench.()

8)Angietoldthatitwouldsnow.()

9)StephentalkedMarythatitwouldsnow.()

10)KentalkedFrench.()

11)StephensaidMarythatitwouldsnow.()

12)JohnsaidastoryaboutSam.()

13)JessicaspoketoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.()

14)RaymondsaidonlyafewwordstoJane.()

15)KenspokeFrench.()

16)RaymondtoldonlyafewwordstoJane.()

17)Angietalkedthatitwouldsnow.()

18)RaymondtalkedonlyafewwordstoJane.()

19)KentoldFrench.()

20)JohntoldastoryaboutSam.()

21)JessicasaidtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.()

22)StephenspokeMarythatitwouldsnow.()

23)JessicatoldtoBobthatJoanwouldarrivesoon.()

24)RaymondspokeonlyafewwordstoJane.()
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