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Choi, Jin-Sook. (2018). A linguistic study of signboards of Korean shops in
Australia. The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal, 26(4), 287-306. This study sets out
to investigate the language of signboards of Korean shops in Australia. The linguistic
features on 138 signboards in Sydney and Melbourne, Australia were analyzed from
a sociolinguistic perspective, using photographs and questionnaires. The results of
photograph analysis were as follows. First, the signs show a variety of language
expression strategies for target customers. For example, the signs were written in
both English and Korean or in either English or Korean, or in English, Korean and
Chinese. Another observation was that the signs were written in English but in
accordance with the Korean pronunciation and some were directly translated into
English from Korean. Furthermore, most of the signboard names were related to
Korean culture and included familiar terms that are commonly used in Korea. In
addition, many signboards included the name of the region in Australia where the
shops were located. The questionnaire survey supports the fact that the signboards
of Korean shops in Australia with their use of a variety of language expressions are
a reflection of the multi-lingual society they are found in. However, most Korean
shops depend on Korean customers, so Korean cultures and language are
emphasized. These survival strategies reflect the social life of Korean immigrants in

a foreign land (Australia).

FAlol(Key Words): E7(Australia), {F810}(Signboard), $<¢1’43(Korean shops)
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U0 43 WEe 37 Sle A HE, 53 BA ¥ 2 A Weel 39 1EE
0|t} <Strathfield Plaza Mart 2EStAEE TP E>, <] 2ELEHLE>, <Unckes
O|2ERE x> <AEZAIE AHHH Strathfield Butchery>, <2EZATE F4>,
<Sydney C.B.D>, <Sydney Madang Restaurant A|EY"}¥>, <Melbourne Health
Gifts @HHAZAE>, <OPTOMETRIST A=EYSHEY>, <O|AESE Smart Lock
Smiths>, <E&ZH|AH]>, <EAH|ARAES, <~EFAHYAE Strathdale Centre>,
<PITT st. Cosmetic Clinic>, <Stewart Toyato Rockdale gHY Sz, <A2HY
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E}t2v| Y (Strathdale), ‘SH|Y'(Rockdale) & A=Y Sle Xl‘i% =
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E e WE oRAE/le mel AR Ado] glE, BAE 44 SHAGe] Bofd 4

w42 24 Ak A, Askel ol&% A YO Agslt ulAEL
Q) T obAORISS BT TS 6%, TFAHYAL 13% 2 ek 2
o oJFoE AR 01 = BRIE0] 71 Bol 9] wliel 46%, Aol 9
o] 2H|AE U 817] Rl 21%, ‘opAoleIEo] Bo| 27] wjR 18%,

7ol 15%Ftk o]4H $19] g EA
Z2HIAE Aoz 317] w7} 21%2]
3o gRIEe] o] AFdTh= AL

%50] ol AFstaL I=A oW
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